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historic edenton bythe bay
a waterfront village full of grace & colonial history
Spring is a wonderful time of year to find
your way to Edenton. Nestled along pic-

turesque Edenton Bay on the north shore
of the Albemarle Sound, Edenton has been
for almost three centuries one of the lead-
ing towns in northeastern North Carolina.

Established in l7I2 and incorporated in
1722,Edenton served as the first Colonial
Capital until 1743. Today the town is known

for its fine examples of Jacobean, Georg-
ian, Federal, Greek Revival, and Victorian
architectural styles spanning over 250 years.

Guided walking and trolley tours leave
the Historic Edenton Vsitor Center daily,

so experiencing much of the area's history is
a reality. This Preserve America Commu-
nity has been named one of the National
Trust's Dozen Distinctive Destinations. It
highlights the women that put Edenton

on the map - Penelope Barker, according
to tradition, organizer of the Edenton Tea

Parry in 1774 and a century later, Harriet

Jacobs, author af Inciden* in tbe Life of a

Slave Giil.

Edenton flourished before the American

Revolution with trade with other American
colonies, the Vest Indies, and England.

Rising wealth fostered fine architecture.

National Historic landmarks demonstra-
ting this fine architecture can be seen in the
1758 Cupola House, built by Francis Cor-
bin, land agent for John Carteret, Earl of
Granville. Today, the Cupola House stands
proud watch over the bay. Formal gardens

restored, Cupola House anchors the town
and pays homage to those who care and
efforts saved this architectural treasure.

Another architectural treasure is the 1767
Chowan County Courthouse, the finest
Georgian courthouse in the South. Joseph
Hewes, one of the signers of the Declar-
ation of Independence, was a commissioner
to raise money for its construction. Prom-
inent revolutionary patriots, Judges James
Iredell and SamuelJohnston presided here.

Throughout the 18th century, Edenton
was a leading center for political, social, ed-
ucational and industrial activities. For three

centuries, Edenton remained an unrivaled
business and political center in the Albe-
marle Region, the state's oldest settled area.

Barker House, home to political activist,
Penelope Barker, is another site open daily.
Visitors can become acquainted with the

rich and varied history of the town that
sets Edenton apart and qualifies it as a
historic gem.

Recently moved and restored, the 1886 Roa-
noke River Lighthouse ("Lighthouse") is
the last remaining screw pile light station
in the United States. The Lighthouse was

originally constructed as a navigational

aid at the mouth of the Roanoke River in

the Albemarie Sound.

Relocation of the Lighthouse in 1955 rep-
resented a tremendous effort to preserve a
historic building. It was moved by barge to
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